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The Difference Between Being
Thankful & Giving Thanks
David Maxson

06/20/15 - Daily Devotions

The Difference Between Being Thankful & Giving Thanks

Reading for June 20th: Psalm 36 - 39
Weekly reading for June 14 - 20: 2 Corinthians1 -5

For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 4:15

Did you know that there are only two verses in the whole  Bible which command us to be grate-
ful or thankful? ( Colossians 3:15; Hebrews 12:28)

But you may be thinking, "What about 1 Thessalonians 5:18 which says we should give thanks
always for all things?" That's right, we are commanded to give thanks. But there is

a difference between being thankful and giving thanks. Being thankful is something you

are, thanksgiving is something you give.

That may only seem to be a slight difference between thankfulness and thanksgiving, but

when you stop and think about it there is a big difference. If you were to have asked those

nine lepers who did not return to give thanks  to Jesus if they were thankful for being

cleansed of leprosy, what do you think they would have said? That they weren't thankful?  Of
course they were  THANKFUL they no longer had leprosy. The problem is that they didn't re-

turn to give THANKS.

God is concerned about the giving of thanks, not just being thankful. He doesn't want our
thanks because He needs it, but because we need it. It's good for us to say out loud what we
feel in our hearts. Test this in your life today. Spend at least a half an hour today giving
thanks for specific blessings with your lips, and  then see if you're not more thankful  for
those same blessings in your heart.

Father, we are thankful and want to express thanks for all the specific ways you have blessed
us.


http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Colossians%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thessalonians%205.18
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EPHESIANS 5:19-20 NIV

“...BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT,
SPEAKING TO ONE ANOTHER WITH
PSALMS, HYMNS, AND SONGS
FROM THE SPIRIT. SING AND MAKE
MUSIC FROM YOUR HEART TO THE
LORD. ALWAYS GIVING THANKS
TO GOD THE FATHER FOR
EVERYTHING, IN THE NAME OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.”
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Radi cal Gratitude: Gi ve Thanks
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http://purposedriven.com/blogs/dailyhope/radical-gratitude-give-thanks-in-all-circumstances/
mailto:oscarf@saddleback.com
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Justine Dowrddrld
George Good1l/ 1
Vince Lindeéemrnmdyer
Mel ba StepHdrds8on
Clifford Pildl &t t
Sarah Godbywl1l/ 6
Car ol Fritall 77
Mary Anne Qdl/ &
Ben Kerr 11/ 11
Joyce Smalll1/ 16
Bar bara Wallkidrl 6
Ben Kinkeadl/ 18
Ri ck Davis 11/ 24
Avery Finchum?24
Maggi e Adamsl/ 28
Holly Hawn 11/ 238
Scott McCulllld 2@®h
Jack Critsdrn/ 30

Silent
Auction

i

SiH
I8

v%Wﬁgsz%T
Dick and Arnol a Picke
Sunfl ower I tems need
November and

December.

Hand soap }
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Childrendéds Christmas Party.
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Santa wil/ be visiting!
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